
 
Welcome to Church of the Painted Hills 

United Church of Christ 
Third Sunday of Advent 

December 14, 2025 

 An Open and Affirming Congregation   

 
Welcome and Announcements                                                                     Paul Tobey 
Passing of the Peace                                                                                       
 
One: Through webs and nets and wires, it googles and zooms to everyone whose 
heart needs peace, and to every place there is no peace. And we will share it now: the 
peace of Christ be with you! 
All: And also with you. 
 
Prelude    Peace on Earth Piece (arr. Larry Shackley)                        Dr. Kyungsun Choi 
 
Call to Worship                                                                                        Elena Baltierrez 
 
One: My dear friends, we gather today trusting that God brings life to every dry place 
within us. 
All: We come ready for renewal, hope, and the joy that God has promised. 
 

One: God invites us to walk the holy road where strength is restored and hearts find 
peace. 
All: We open our spirits to that healing path and welcome God’s presence among 
us. 
 

One: Let us worship with gratitude, believing that God is not done with us yet. 
All: With faith and unity, we lift our voices and enter this sacred time together. 
 
Hymn     In the Bleak Midwinter                                                                                 #128 
 
In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, 
earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 
in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 
 
Our God transcends all heaven, earth, and its domain; 
heaven and earth shall flee away when Christ comes to reign; 
In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed 
the sovereign God almighty, Jesus Christ. 
 
Angels and archangels may have gathered there, 
cherubim and seraphim thronged the midnight air; 
But his mother only, in her maiden bliss, 
worshiped the beloved with a kiss. 
 
What can I offer, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb. 
If I were a wise one, I would do my part; 
but what I can I offer: all my heart.   



 

   

Litany of the Advent Candle 

Liturgy of Joy                                                                                                   Volunteers 

 
Reader 1: We light the third candle of Advent. 
(With the first two candles burning, a family member lights the third (pink) candle.) 
 

Reader 2: We look to John, the one you sent, to point us to your light. The light will 
come into our world and enlighten everyone. We have known people who have 
challenged us and called us into God’s light. They seem, like John, called by God to 
prepare us for a deeper faith. 
 

Reader 1: God sent John the Baptizer to prepare the people for the coming of Jesus 
Christ, the true Light of the World. John called for people to repent of their sins and to 
live faithfully. He baptized with a cleansing water and proclaimed the new life that 
Christ, the one who would follow him, would bring. This Advent, we ask for God’s mercy 
and a joyful new beginning. 
 

People: Merciful God, we give thanks that you send messengers like John to call 
us to greater faith. We ask that in these days we prepare for you in prayer and 
acts of holy compassion. Forgive us and lead us to your light. Amen. 
 
Young at Heart                                                                                       Sue Ellen Coltrin 
 
Prayer of Confession                                                                            Rev. Carlos Sosa 
 
One: Joy has so much to teach us, and so does its opposite too. 
All: Thoughts and actions of resentment tell us something about our longings 
and needs that have gone unmet. 
 

One: Possibly, that our ego is running the show, with entitlement, power, or privilege 
that takes others, and ourselves, down. As Proverbs says, “a joyful heart is good 
medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the bones.” 
All: O God of Abundant Joy, help us to listen deeply to what is wrestling within 
us, that we may tend to our desires and celebrate those of others. Let us make 
way for joy! Amen. 
 
Words of Assurance                                                                             Rev. Carlos Sosa 
Prayers of the People                                                                            
Pastoral Prayer 
Savior’s Prayer                                                                                            

 
Our Creator, who art in Heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kindom come, your 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and 

forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For yours is the kindom, the power, and the glory forever.  

Amen 



 

   

Voices of the Heart (Isaiah 11:1-10)                                                               Lisa Avalos 

 

And yet another man of God 

will rise and his name is 

Jesse and many things will 
happen through the power of 

the lord. 
For the spirit of the Lord 

will rest on him like a chosen 

one from the flock, like so 

much fruit off a tree. 
I speak of wisdom, knowledge 

and with delight the fear of 
the Lord. 

For his eyes and ears will not 
judge but with righteousness 

to the needy on earth. 
For the mountains and hills 

will seek him for such power 
has been given to him with 

proof of a belt and sash 

for his faithfulness. 
Such as the wolf to live 

with the lamb and the child 

will put its hand into the viper’s 

nest with no harm, and yes 

with the knowledge of the Lord 

from the deepest waters of 
the sea. 

 

-Lisa Avalos- 
 
Music     Joy (arr. Joel Raney)                                                             Dr. Kyungsun Choi 
 
First Reading   Matthew 11:2-11 NRSVUE                                              Elena Baltierrez 
Second Reading   Isaiah 35:1-10 NRSVUE                                                    Sean Sosa   
  
Message                                                                                                 Rev. Carlos Sosa                            
 
Invitation to the Offering                                                                      Rev. Carlos Sosa 
Offering Prayer                                                                           
 
Holy God, source of every blessing, with grateful hearts we dedicate these gifts to 
you. Use them, Father, to bring renewal, healing, and joy to all who are in need. 
Bless both giver and receiver, and guide us together in faith and compassion. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior we pray, Amen. 



 

   

Hymn     It Came upon the Midnight Clear                                                                 #131 
 
It came upon the midnight clear, 
that glorious song of old, 
from angels bending near the earth 
to touch their harps of gold; 
“Peace on the earth, good will to all, 
great news of joy we bring.” 
The world in solemn stillness lay 
to hear the angels sing. 
 
Still through the cloven skies they come, 
with peaceful wings unfurled, 
and still their heavenly music floats 
o’er all the weary world; 
Above its sad and lowly plains 
they bend on hovering wing, 
and ever o’er its Babel sounds 
the blessed angels sing. 
 
And you, beneath life’s crushing load, 
whose forms are bending low, 
who toil along the climbing way, 
with painful steps and slow, 
Look now, for glad and golden hours 
come swiftly on the wing; 
O rest beside the weary road, 
and hear the angels sing! 
 
For lo, the days are hastening on, 
by prophets bards foretold, 
when with the ever-circling years 
comes round the age of gold; 
When peace shall over all the earth 
its ancient splendors fling, 
and the world send back the song 
which now the angels sing. 
     
Benediction                                                                                           Rev. Carlos Sosa 
 
Postlude     Deck the Halls (Welsh Carol, arr. Heather Sorenson)      Dr. Kyungsun Choi                             


