Welcome to Church of the Painted Hills
United Church of Christ
Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 21, 2025

Welcome and Announcements Paul Tobey
Passing of the Peace

One: Through webs and nets and wires, it googles and zooms to everyone whose
heart needs peace, and to every place there is no peace. And we will share it now: the
peace of Christ be with you!

All:  And also with you.

Prelude The First Noel/The Holy & The lvy (English Carols, arr. Larry Shackley)
Dr. Kyungsun Choi

Call to Worship Jim Jaeger

One: My dear friends, we gather in the assurance that God is with us and love
surrounds us.
All: We come ready to receive love that meets us where we are.

One: In our fears and our hopes, God invites us to draw near.
All: We open our hearts to the presence of love among us.

One: Let us worship with trust, gratitude, and open spirits.
All: Together, we praise the God who walks with us.

Hymn Hark! The Herald Angels Sing #144

Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the Christ-child bring;
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinner reconciled!”
Joyful, all you saints arise,

join the triumph of the skies;
With the angel host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the Christ-child bring!”

Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ the everlasting Lord!

Late in time the Savior comes,
offspring of the Virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh, the Godhead see;
hail the incarnate Deity,

Pleased on earth with us to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.
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Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the Christ-child bring!”

Hail the Bearer of God's peace!
Hail the Sun of righteousness,
Light and life our Savior brings,
risen with radiant, healing wings.
Mildly laying glory by,

born that we no more may die,
Born to raise us all from earth,
born to give us second birth.
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the Christ-child bring!”

Litany of the Advent Candle
Liturgy of Love Volunteers

Reader 1: O God, we light the fourth candle of Advent.
(With the first three candles burning, a family member lights the fourth purple candle.)

Reader 2: We hear your angel Gabriel and witness the faith of Mary. Fill us with your
grace and light. We recall the times we have struggled but said yes. We know times
when God has filled us and our world with blessing.

Reader 1: Mary was a young, strong, spiritual woman. Even though her life was not
easy, she heard God’s voice and said yes. Her song was a prayer that would uplift
those who were downtrodden. Her lyrics shattered the proud and called the world to
change. She would bear within her the promised child, Jesus, the Light of the World.
This Advent, we respond to God’s beckoning to us as well.

People: Revealing God, visit us and fill us with your Spirit. Bring your good news
to life within us. Give us courage to carry your light into the injustices and
shadows of this world. Amen.

Young at Heart Sue Ellen Coltrin
Prayer of Confession Rev. Carlos Sosa
One: Howard Thurman reminds us that, “our only responsibility is to love. Whether we
are loved back. Whether love becomes productive in ways we can measure, this, is not
our business.”

All: “The nature of love, is to love.”

One: Even though we are created as God’s beloved, we are complex creatures who

forget, don’t know how, or get tired of the responsibility of love and loving. Sometimes
it's a struggle to even want to want what is good for us, like love.
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All: At times we mistake love for something else, too, or are too experienced with
its lack that we have lost our way.

One: Forgive and guide us, Beloved One, in our journey of what needs healing in our
ways of love and loving. Amen.

Words of Assurance Rev. Carlos Sosa

Prayers of the People Rev. Carlos Sosa
Pastoral Prayer

Savior’s Prayer Rev. Carlos Sosa

Our Creator, who art in Heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kindom come, your
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For yours is the kindom, the power, and the glory forever.
Amen

Voices of the Heart Lisa Avalos
A Christmas Poem

For Christmas is here again
with such a joy the kind of joy
that makes me laugh like a
jolly old man and to sing
happily like the beauty of
a songbird.

O let is snow let it snow
let it snow like up above
a frozen sky.

And Christmas is only once
a year.

Yet the true meaning is that
he lay in a manger of straw
in a barn in Bethlehem
held by his mother Mary
a child who will save and
change the world a miraculous
miracle for the purpose of
life, Love, and truth.

A wave in the sea and
the wind blows upon the
dark skies the brightest
star shines for three kings
will follow to search and
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seek the child Jesus Christ
for he was born on Christmas night.
Though | can’t stop wondering
from gifts to joy and
good cheer to all but
remember the world had
just begun with the
birth of Jesus.

-Lisa Avalos-

Music What Child Is This?
(Traditional 16th-century English Melody, arr. Mark Hayes)  Dr. Kyungsun Choi

First Reading Matthew 1:18-25 (NRSVUE) Jim Jaeger
Second Reading Isaiah 7:10-16 (NRSVUE) Sean Sosa
Message Rev. Carlos Sosa
Invitation to the Offering Rev. Carlos Sosa

Offering Prayer

Loving God, we thank you for your faithful presence and for the love that sustains
us in every season. Bless these gifts, that they may reflect our trust and extend
your compassion to others. We offer them with grateful hearts, in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Hymn Angels We Have Heard on High #125

Angels we have heard on high,
sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply,
echo back their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Shepherds, why this jubilee?

Why your joyous strains prolong?
Say what may the tidings be,
which inspire your heavenly song.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Come to Bethlehem and see

Christ whose birth the angels sing;
Come adore on bended knee,

CCLI Licenses 1511798 & 20151992



God, our world now entering.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

See the babe in manger laid
whom the choirs of angels praise;
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,
while our hearts in love we raise.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Benediction

Postlude Joy to the World (G. F. Handel, arr. Joseph Martin)
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Carlos Sosa

Dr. Kyungsun Choi



