Welcome to Church of the Painted Hills
United Church of Christ
Christmas Eve
December 24, 2025

Welcome
Passing of the Peace

One: Through webs and nets and wires, it googles and zooms to everyone whose
heart needs peace, and to every place there is no peace. And we will share it now: the
peace of Christ be with you!

All:  And also with you.

Prelude Away in a Manger (Traditional Carols, arr. Mark Hayes)
Dillon Peng, Clarinet
Dr. Kyungsun Choi, Piano

Call to Worship Volunteer

One: My dear friends, today we gather as people who have seen the light shining in the
midst of darkness.
All: We come seeking hope, peace, and the steady love that restores our souls.

One: A child has been given, and light has entered our world and our lives.
All: We open our hearts to receive that light and to live by its peace.

One: Let us worship with gratitude, trust, and expectancy.
All: We rise together as people of the light, ready to reflect God’s love.

Hymn The First Nowell #139

The first Nowell, the angel did say

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep,

on a cold winter’s night that was so deep.

Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell,

born in a manger, Emmanuel.

They looked above and saw a star
shining in the east, beyond them far;
And to the earth it gave great light,

and so it continued both day and night.
Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell,

born in a manger, Emmanuel.

And by the light of that same star
three sages came from country far,

To seek for a king was their intent,

and to follow the star wherever it went.
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Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell,
born in a manger, Emmanuel.

This star shone bright in the northwest,
o’er Bethlehem it took its rest,

And there it did both stop and stay,
right over the place where Jesus lay.
Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell,

born in a manger, Emmanuel.

Then entered in those magi three,

and bending low upon their knee,
They offered there, in great reverence,
their gold and myrrh and frankincense.
Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell,

born in a manger, Emmanuel.

Litany of the Advent Candle
Christmas Eve Volunteers

Reader 1: Rejoice, people of God! The light has come into the world.
(A member of a family lights the four Advent candles.)

O God, now we light the candle of your nativity!
(With all Advent candles lit, a member of the family lights the center white Christ
candle.)

Reader 2: With the company of heaven and with sounds of great joy, you come to us.
This is the time of light and resplendent joy. We have known times when God has come
and brought life and light to our world. God has been born among us.

Reader 1: The prophet Isaiah proclaimed a time when those who walked in the
shadows would see a great light. A light would shine and a child would be born to us.
The evangelist Luke painted the nativity sky and repeated the heavenly song of the
angels, “Glory, peace on earth and goodwill!” John declared that this great light is
Christ, the Word made flesh. This great light lives among us. By it we behold God’s
glory—full of grace and truth. At Christ’s nativity, we now rejoice.

People: God, our Life and Light, thank you for coming this night to us. Thanks for
touching all heaven and earth with your splendor. In every corner of the world,
shine this night with your peace. In every corner of our hearts, shine this night
with your grace. Amen.

Music Silent Night (Franz Xavier Gruber, arr. Mark Hayes) Dillon Peng, Clarinet
Dr. Kyungsun Choi, Piano
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Prayer of Confession Rev. Carlos Sosa

One: Scripture tells us that there was no room in the inn for the Holy Family. In what
ways do we put out an energy of “no vacancy,” of no space for what God is asking of
us?

All: How might we make room for more hope, peace, joy, and love? What might
we need to let go of?

One: O God of Many Mansions, full of room for all, help us to joist the walls of our
hearts,

All: that we may take loving action to welcome home the Good News in the world.
Amen.

Words of Assurance Rev. Carlos Sosa

Music Go, Tell It On the Mountain (Traditional Spiritual, arr. Mark Hayes)
Dr. Kyungsun Choi, Piano

Savior’s Prayer Rev. Carlos Sosa

Our Creator, who art in Heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For yours is the kingdom, the power, and the glory
forever. Amen

Music O Holy Night (Adolphe Adam, arr. Mark Hayes) Dillon Peng, Clarinet

Dr. Kyungsun Choi, Piano
First Reading Matthew 1:22-23 (NRSVUE) Xochitl Sosa
Second Reading Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 (NRSVUE) Sean Sosa
Message Rev. Carlos Sosa
Hymn Joy to the World #132

Joy to the world! the Lord is come:

let earth its praises bring;

Let every heart prepare Christ room,

and heaven and nature sing,

and heaven and nature sing,

and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

Joy to the earth! the Savior reigns!

Let all their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
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repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

Christ rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove

The glories of God's righteousness

and wonders of God's love,

and wonders of God's love,

and wonders, wonders of God's love.

Benediction Rev. Carlos Sosa

Postlude Angels We Have Heard On High (French Carol, arr. Larry Shackley)
Dr. Kyungsun Choi, Piano
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