Welcome to Church of the Painted Hills
United Church of Christ
First Sunday After Christmas
December 28, 2025

Welcome and Announcements Paul Tobey
Passing of the Peace

One: Through webs and nets and wires, it googles and zooms to everyone whose
heart needs peace, and to every place there is no peace. And we will share it now: the
peace of Christ be with you!

All:  And also with you.

Prelude “Grolder Herr, o starker Konig" ("Great Lord, O mighty King")
(from Christmas Oratorio, BWV 248, Part |, No. 8)
Dr. Greg Guenther, Baritone
Dr. Kyungsun Choi, Piano

German (Original)

Grol3er Herr, o starker Konig,
Liebster Heiland, o wie wenig
Achtest du der Erden Pracht!
Der die ganze Welt erhalt,
Ihre Pracht und Zier erschaffen,
Muss in harten Krippen schlafen.

English Translation

Great Lord, O mighty King,
Dearest Savior, O how little
You regard the Earth's splendor!
He who sustains the whole world,
Created its glory and adornment,
Must sleep in a hard manger.

Call to Worship Paula Noel

One: My dear friends, today we gather remembering the goodness, mercy, and
compassion that have carried us through every season.

All: We come with grateful hearts, trusting that we are not alone in our joys or our
struggles.

One: In times of weariness and hope alike, God meets us with faithful love and saving
presence.
All: We open our hearts to receive that love and to be renewed together.

One: Let us worship the One who walks with us and restores us.
All: With joy and trust, we come to worship.

Ah Open and Affirming Congregation

CCLI Licenses 1511798 & 20151992



Hymn Silent Night, Holy Night #134

Silent night, holy night,

all is calm, all is bright

Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy infant so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,

sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night,
shepherds quake at the sight,
Glories stream from heaven afar,
heavenly hosts sing Alleluia;
Christ the Savior is born,

Christ the Savior is born.

Silent night, holy night,

Child of God, love’s pure light,
Radiant beams from your holy face
bring the dawn of redeeming grace;
Jesus Christ at your birth,

Jesus Christ at your birth.

Young at Heart Sue Ellen Coltrin
Opening Prayer Paula Noel
Loving God, as we gather, we invite your Holy Spirit to settle among us, open our
hearts, and prepare us to receive what you are ready to give. Quiet our minds,
renew our spirits, and draw us together in love and understanding. In Jesus’

name we pray, Amen.

Prayers of the People Rev. Carlos Sosa
Pastoral Prayer

Savior’s Prayer Rev. Carlos Sosa
Our Creator, who art in Heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kindom come, your
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For yours is the kingdom, the power, and the glory
forever. Amen

Voices of the Heart Lisa Avalos
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Music

Midnight Noel (Traditional Carols, arr. Mark Hayes) Diana Peralta, Mezzo Soprano
Dr. Kyungsun Choi, Piano

Jesus, Oh What a Wonderful Child (Traditional Spiritual, arr. Mark Hayes)
Dr. Greg Guenther, Baritone
Dr. Kyungsun Choi, Piano

O Holy Night (Adolphe Adam, arr. Mark Hayes) Diana Peralta, Mezzo Soprano
Dr. Greg Guenther, Baritone
Dr. Kyungsun Choi, Piano

First Reading Hebrews 2:10-18 NRSVUE Paula Noel
Second Reading Isaiah 63:7-9 NRSVUE Sean Sosa
Message Rev. Carlos Sosa
Invitation to the Offering Rev. Carlos Sosa

Offering Prayer

Gracious God, we give thanks for these gifts and for the love that has carried us
through every season of life. Bless these offerings, and use them to bring
compassion, healing, and hope to all whom they touch. We dedicate them to your
service with grateful hearts. Amen.

Hymn Go Tell It on the Mountain #154

Go tell it on the mountain,
over the hill and everywhere.
Go tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born!

While shepherds kept their watching
o’er silent flocks by night,

Behold throughout the heavens
there shone a holy light.

Go tell it on the mountain,
over the hill and everywhere.
Go tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born!

The shepherds feared and trembled
when lo! above the earth

Rang out the angel chorus

that hailed our Savior‘s birth.
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Go tell it on the mountain,
over the hill and everywhere.
Go tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born!

Down in a lowly manger

the humble Christ was born,
And God sent us salvation
that blessed Christmas morn.

Go tell it on the mountain,
over the hill and everywhere.
Go tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born!

Benediction Rev. Carlos Sosa
Postlude
Have Yourself a Merry Christmas (Ralph Blane, arr. Mac Huff)
Diana Peralta, Mezzo Soprano
Dr. Kyungsun Choi, Piano
Sing Joy! (Traditional, arr. Mark Hayes) Diana Peralta, Mezzo Soprano

Dr. Greg Guenther, Baritone
Dr. Kyungsun Choi, Piano
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