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Welcome and Announcements
Passing of the Peace

Paul Tobey

One: Through webs and nets and wires, it googles and zooms to everyone whose
heart needs peace, and to every place there is no peace. And we will share it now: the

peace of Christ be with you!
All:  And also with you.

Prelude Peace (arr. Joel Raney)
Call to Worship

One: At the start of every day,

God shakes us awake to the possibility
of reconciliation and joyful abundance.
Many: May our Great Redeemer,
who judges all with righteousness,
reward the tyrannized with justice.

One: In every season,

God tends to the child within us,

bringing into harmony

all distress and despair.

Many: May our Beloved Emmanuel

defend the cause of the deprived,

give deliverance to the abused,

and overwhelm the will of their persecutors.

One: Throughout all generations,

God bestows upon the people

a peace that is everlasting.

Many: May the Prince of Peace

rain down blessed mercy upon the people,
showering the earth with righteousness and peace.

Hymn O Come, O Come Emmanuel
Revised text by Rev. Dr. Barbara K. Lundblad.

O come, O come, Emmanuel

And bless each place your people dwell.
Melt every weapon crafted for war,

Bring peace upon the earth forever more.
Rejoice, rejoice! Take heart and do not fear.
God’s chosen one, Emmanuel, draws near.
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O come, green shoot of Jesse, free

Your people from despair and apathy;

Forge justice for the poor and the meek,
Grant safety for the young ones and the weak.
Rejoice, rejoice! Take heart and do not fear.
God’s chosen one, Emmanuel, draws near.

O come, now living water, pour your grace
And bring new life to every withered place;
Speak comfort to each trembling heart:

“Be strong! Fear not, for | will ne’er depart.”
Rejoice, rejoice! Take heart and do not fear.
God’s chosen one, Emmanuel, draws near.

O come, dear child of Mary, come,

God’s Word made flesh within our earthly home;
Love stir within the womb of night,

Revenge and hatred put to flight.

Rejoice, rejoice! Take heart and do not fear.
God’s chosen one, Emmanuel, draws near.

Litany of the Advent Candle
Liturgy of Peace Volunteer

Reader 1: O God, we light the second candle of Advent.
(With the first candle already burning, a family member lights the second purple candle.)

Reader 2: We seek your comfort. Both mighty and tender, you come. Prepare our
hearts to be transformed by you.

Reader 1: Isaiah announced God’s coming to a people exiled in a broken and parched
wilderness. He declared that God’s redemption would make a highway in the desert and
change the rough places into plain. God would come as a shepherd—feeding, leading,
and cradling the weary flock. This Advent, we seek such a God.

People: Saving God, look upon your world and heal your land and your people.
Prepare us to be changed. This Advent, teach us to be tender and just, as you
are. Amen.

Young at Heart Sue Ellen Coltrin

Prayer of Confession Rev. Seth Wispelwey
Words of Assurance

Prayers of the People

Pastoral Prayer



Savior’s Prayer

Our Creator, who art in Heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kindom come, your
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For yours is the kindom, the power, and the glory forever.
Amen

Voices of the Heart Lisa Avalos

Music It Came Upon the Midnight Clear (Richard Storrs Willis, arr. Mark Hayes)
Dr. Kyungsun Choi

First Reading Jace Laucks
“The Risk of Birth, Christmas, 1973” by Madeleine L’Engle

This is no time for a child to be born,
With the earth betrayed by war & hate
And a comet slashing the sky to warn

That time runs out & the sun burns late.

That was no time for a child to be born,
In a land in the crushing grip of Rome;
Honour & truth were trampled by scorn -
Yet here did the Saviour make his home.

When is the time for love to be born?
The inn is full on the planet earth,
And by a comet the sky is torn -
Yet Love still takes the risk of birth.

Second Reading Rev. Seth Wispelwey
The Gospel According to Luke, Chapter 3, Verses 1-18

Message “Fire in the Desert” Rev. Seth Wispelwey
Communion Rev. Seth Wispelwey
Invitation to the Offering Rev. Seth Wispelwey
Offering Prayer Rev. Seth Wispelwey

ONE: Generosity brings peace; and peace makes us generous. God’s abundance pours
through us to our neighbors, just as God’s love showers us with blessing. As each of us



gives what we can, we know that our community is only as resilient as our most

vulnerable neighbor.

MANY: Emmanuel, hear our prayer! We bring these gifts before you to spread
peace throughout our homes, our communities, and our world.

ONE: On every street corner, beside rivers, lakes, oceans, at the top of your tallest

mountains, and dwelling below the cliffs, your people are in need.

MANY: Take these gifts to strengthen our church and bring relief to your beloved

children.
Amen

Hymn Comfort, Comfort O My People

“Comfort, comfort O my people,

tell of peace,"” thus says our God;

Comfort those whose hearts are shrouded,
mourning under sorrow’s load.

Speak unto Jerusalem

of the peace that waits for them;

Tell them that their sins | cover,

and their warfare now is over.

For the herald’s voice is calling

in the desert far and near,

Bidding us to make repentance
since the realm of God is here.

Oh, that warning cry obey!

Now prepare for God a way;

Let the valleys rise in meeting

and the hills bow down in greeting.

Straight shall be what long was crooked,
and the rougher places plain!

Let your hearts be true and humble,

for Messiah's holy reign.

For God's glory evermore

shall be known o'er all the world;

And all flesh shall see the token

that God's word is never broken.

Benediction
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Rev. Seth Wispelwey

Postlude Be Hold That Star! (American Spiritual, arr. Larry Schackley)

Dr. Kyungsun Choi



