Welcome to Church of the Painted Hills
United Church of Christ
Baptism of Christ
January 11, 2026

Welcome and Announcements Lynn Mooney
Passing of the Peace

One: Through webs and nets and wires, it googles and zooms to everyone whose
heart needs peace, and to every place there is no peace. And we will share it now: the
peace of Christ be with you!

All:  And also with you.

Prelude As the Deer (Martin Nystrom, arr. Mark Hayes) Dr. Kyungsun Choi
Call to Worship Eric Russell

Leader: Come, you who are weary,

you who have been bruised by life,

you whose flame has flickered in the winds of the world.
All: We come, longing to be renewed.

Leader: The Holy One who stretches out the heavens
is stretching us now—

stretching our hearts toward courage,

our hands toward compassion,

our lives toward gentle justice.

All: We open ourselves to be stretched into new life.

Leader: A voice from heaven says to us, as it said to Jesus:
You are my beloved. This Spirit rests upon us, too.
All: We are God's Beloved, called to bring gentle justice.

Leader: Come, let us remember who we are.
All: Let us worship God with joy.

Hymn Arise, Your Light Is Come! #164

Arise, your light is come!

The Spirit’s call obey;

Show forth the glory of your God
which shines on you today!

Arise, your light is come!
Fling wide the prison door;
Proclaim the captive’s liberty,
good tidings to the poor.

Arise, your light is come!
All you in sorrow born,
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Bind up the broken-hearted ones
and comfort those who mourn.

Arise, your light is come!

The mountains burst in song!
Rise up like eagles on the wing;
God’s power will make us strong.

Young at Heart Sue Ellen Coltrin
Opening Prayer Eric Russell

Holy One, Breath of Creation, You stretched out the heavens and set the earth
dancing with life. You whispered belovedness over Jesus rising from the Jordan,
and your Spirit rested upon him like a gentle dove. Rest your Spirit upon us now.
Stretch our hearts where they have grown tight. Soften the places that have been
hardened by fear or disappointment. Wake the embers of joy that still glow
beneath the ash. Remind us that we are your Beloved, not because of what we
have done, but because of who You are and the love that holds us. As we gather
in your presence today, let us remember who we are, and who we are becoming
together— your people of compassion, courage, and gentle justice. In the name
of Christ, the One who shows us how to be human, we pray. Amen

Voices of the Heart Lisa Avalos

Prayers of the People Rev. Rich Smith
Pastoral Prayer

Savior’s Prayer Rev. Rich Smith

Our Creator, who art in Heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kindom come, your
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For yours is the kindom, the power, and the glory
forever. Amen

Music Above All (Lenny LeBlanc, arr. Mark Hayes) Dr. Kyungsun Choi
First Reading Acts 10:34-43 NRSVUE Eric Russell
Second Reading Matthew 3:13-17 NRSVUE Rev. Rich Smith
Message Home Free? Rev. Rich Smith
Hymn | Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry #351

| was there to hear your borning cry,
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I'll be there when you are old.

| rejoiced the day you were baptized,
to see your life unfold.

| was there when you were but a child,
with a faith to suit you well;

I'll be there in case you wander off
and find where demons dwell.

When you found the wonder of the Word,

| was there to cheer you on;

You were raised to praise the living God,

to whom you now belong.

Should you find someone to share your time
and you join your hearts as one,

I'll be there to make your verses rhyme

from dusk till rising sun.

In the middle ages of your life,

not too old, no longer young,

I’ll be there to guide you through the night,
complete what I’ve begun.

When the evening gently closes in

and you shut your weary eyes,

I’ll be there as | have always been

with just one more surprise.

| was there to hear your borning cry,
I'll be there when you are old.

| rejoiced the day you were baptized,
to see your life unfold.

Invitation to the Offering Rev. Rich Smith
Offering Prayer

Holy One, Source of Living Water, You have gathered us in,
washed us in grace, and reminded us that we are your Beloved.
As water flows from its source to nourish field and forest,

so let our giving flow outward—

to nourish hope, to tend to healing,

to join the slow and sacred work of renewing the world.

Bless these gifts, and bless the lives from which they come.

May they ripple outward in acts of compassion,

in courage where it is needed, in justice that is gentle and strong.
Just as the river does not hold itself, teach us not to hold back our love.
We offer what we have and who we are, with joy and trust,

for the sake of your dream of flourishing. Amen.



Hymn | am the Light of the World

| am the light of the world!

You people come and follow me!

If you follow and love, you’ll learn the mystery
of what you were meant to do and be.

When the song of the angels is stilled,

when the star in the sky is gone,

When the sages and the shepherds have found their way home,
the work of Christmas is begun:

| am the light of the world!

You people come and follow me!

If you follow and love, you’ll learn the mystery
of what you were meant to do and be.

To find the lost and lonely one,

to heal the broken soul with love,

To feed the hungry children with warmth and good food,
To feel the earth below, the sky above!

| am the light of the world!

You people come and follow me!

If you follow and love, you’ll learn the mystery
of what you were meant to do and be.

To free the prisoner from all chains,

to make the powerful care,

To rebuild the nations with strength of good will,
to see all God’s children everywhere!

| am the light of the world!

You people come and follow me!

If you follow and love, you’ll learn the mystery
of what you were meant to do and be.

To bring hope to every task you do,

to dance at a baby’s new birth,

To make music in an old person’s heart,
and sing to the colors of the earth!

| am the light of the world!

You people come and follow me!
If you follow and love, you’ll learn the mystery
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of what you were meant to do and be.
Benediction Rev. Rich Smith

Postlude | Want Jesus to Walk with Me (Traditional Spiritual, arr. Mark Hayes)
Dr. Kyungsun Choi

Worship materials are adapted from “Stretched Them Out: Service Prayers for The Baptism of
Christ/Epiphany 1A,” written by Rev. Michael Anthony Howard who serves as Minister of Faith in Action
for Living Water Association, Ohio NorthEast of the United Church of Christ. Michael's work supports
congregations as they weave theology, justice, and place-based ministry into faithful action that bears
prophetic witness to God's dwelling among us.



