Welcome to Church of the Painted Hills
United Church of Christ
Third Sunday after the Epiphany
January 25, 2026

Welcome and Announcements Paul Tobey
Passing of the Peace

One: Through webs and nets and wires, it googles and zooms to everyone whose
heart needs peace, and to every place there is no peace. And we will share it now: the
peace of Christ be with you!

All:  And also with you.

Prelude Jesus, Name Above All Names (Naida Hearn, arr. Mark Hayes)
Dr. Kyungsun Choi

Call to Worship Rudy Urias

One: My dear friends, we come today carrying many stories. Some are heavy, some are
hopeful, and all are held gently in God’s hands.
All: We come seeking light for the places that feel worn and weary.

One: God meets us on the road. Not after the struggle is over, but right in the middle of
it.

All: We open our hearts to the light that guides us, heals us, and restores our
strength.

One: So let us worship with honesty, with courage, and with trust in the One who walks
with us.
All: We come ready to walk in hope and to be shaped by the love of God.

Hymn Beautiful Jesus #44

Beautiful Jesus, Head of all creation,
God and the blessed Mary’s child:

| want to love you, praise and adore you,
joy of my soul, so long desired.

Beautiful springtime, lovely, green, and hopeful,
all earth exhales its sweet perfume:

Jesus is sweeter, Jesus is purer,

sad hearts at this, rejoice and bloom.

Beautiful sunshine, clear, so lovely, moonlight,
stars shine like angels, ranked through space:
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines clearer,

in perfect beauty, love, and grace.

All earthly beauty, all celestial radiance
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fade when compared to Jesus’ face.
Let me not cherish beauties that perish;
let me this lovely good embrace.

Young at Heart Sue Ellen Coltrin
Opening Prayer Rudy Urias
Prayers of the People Rev. Carlos Sosa

Pastoral Prayer
Savior’s Prayer Rev. Carlos Sosa

Our Creator, who art in Heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For yours is the kingdom, the power, and the glory
forever. Amen

Voices of the Heart (Isaiah 9:1-4) Lisa Avalos

Distress such a gloom
an endless spiral which
continues in life, the
sun bursting with heat
those we feel as a
distraction surround us
then we simply walk
away.

In the past he humbled
the lands, but with honor the land of
Galilee a nation by the
way of the sea.
The people walking in
darkness a time for
defense of oneself
and careful watch
your steps.

Yet in darkness the
people have seen a
great light so as
a burden has been
lifted.

The nation has been
enlarged the light
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brings joy to the
people and a harvest.
The warriors rejoice
for the day of the
Midian defeat for
once a burden
no more shattered
is the bar across
their shoulders and
the rod of their
oppressor. Light is
the glory of the
awaken all is bright

once again.

-Lisa Avalos-
Music Knowing You (Graham Kendrick, arr. Mark Hayes) Dr. Kyungsun Choi
First Reading Matthew 4:12-23 NRSVUE Rudy Urias
Second Reading Isaiah 9:1-4 NRSVUE Sean Sosa
Message Rev. Carlos Sosa
Invitation to the Offering Rev. Carlos Sosa

Offering Prayer

Heavenly Provider, we offer these gifts with grateful hearts. Use them to lift
burdens, bring healing, and shine your love into the lives of those who need it
most. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Hymn Softly and Tenderly #449

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling,

calling for you and for me;

See at the portals Christ waiting and watching,
watching for you and for me.

Come home, come home;

All who are weary, come home;

Earnestly, tenderly Jesus is calling -

calling, "O sinner, come home!"

Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading,
pleading for you and for me?

Why should we linger and heed not God's mercies,
mercies for you and for me?
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Come home, come home;

All who are weary, come home;
Earnestly, tenderly Jesus is calling -
calling, "O sinner, come home!"

Time is now fleeting, the moments are passing,
passing from you and from me;

Shadows are gathering, deathbeds are coming,
coming for you and for me.

Come home, come home;

All who are weary, come home;
Earnestly, tenderly Jesus is calling -
calling, "O sinner, come home!"

O for the wonderful love Jesus promised,
promised for you and for me;

Though we have sinned Jesus offers us pardon,
pardon for you and for me.

Come home, come home;

All who are weary, come home;
Earnestly, tenderly Jesus is calling -
calling, "O sinner, come home!"
Benediction

Postlude Higher Ground (Charles H. Gabriel, arr. Mark Hayes)
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Rev. Carlos Sosa

Dr. Kyungsun Choi



