Welcome to Church of the Painted Hills
United Church of Christ
Second Sunday After Christmas
January 4, 2026

Welcome and Announcements Lynn Mooney
Passing of the Peace

One: Through webs and nets and wires, it googles and zooms to everyone whose
heart needs peace, and to every place there is no peace. And we will share it now: the
peace of Christ be with you!

All:  And also with you.

Prelude Morning Has Broken (Traditional Gaelic Melody, arr Joel Raney)
Dr. Kyungsun Choi

Call to Worship Jennifer Lukowicz

One: My dear friends, today we gather as people who have been carried through every
season by a faithful and loving God.

All: We come with thankful hearts, trusting that hope and renewal are still
unfolding among us.

One: God invites us to rejoice, to be restored, and to be gathered in love.
All: We open our hearts to joy, healing, and compassion for one another.

One: Come, let us worship with trust, gratitude, and expectation.
All: We worship together, ready to be renewed and transformed.

Hymn  Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You #4

Joyful, joyful, we adore you,

God of glory, God of love;

Hearts unfold like flowers before you,
opening to the sun above.

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness,
drive the storms of doubt away;
Giver of immortal gladness,

fill us with the light of day.

All your works with joy surround you,
earth and heaven reflect your rays,
Stars and angels sing around you,
center of unbroken praise.

Field and forest, vale and mountain,
flowery meadow, flashing sea,
Chanting bird and flowing fountain
teach us what our praise should be.
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You are giving and forgiving,
ever blessing, ever blessed,
Well-spring of the joy of living,
ocean depth of happy rest!
Loving Spirit, Father, Mother,

all who love belong to you;
Teach us how to love each other,
by that love our joy renew.

Mortals, join the mighty chorus
which the morning stars began;
Boundless love is reigning o’er us,
reconciling race and clan.

Ever singing, move we forward,
faithful in the midst of strife,
Joyful music leads us onward

in the triumph song of life.

Young at Heart Sue Ellen Coltrin
Opening Prayer Jennifer Lukowicz

Loving God, as we gather today, we ask your Holy Spirit to quiet our hearts, open
our minds, and prepare us to receive whatever you want to place within us. Draw
us into your presence, bring us together as one community, and shape us
through your love and your truth. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Prayers of the People Rev. Carlos Sosa
Pastoral Prayer

Savior’s Prayer Rev. Carlos Sosa

Our Creator, who art in Heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For yours is the kingdom, the power, and the glory
forever. Amen

Voices of the Heart Lisa Avalos
Music Amazing Grace (arr. Joel Raney) Dr. Kyungsun Choi
First Reading Psalm 147:12-20 NRSVUE Jennifer Lukowicz
Second Reading Jeremiah 31:7-14 NRSVUE Sean Sosa
Message Rev. Carlos Sosa
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Communion

Invitation to the Offering
Offering Prayer

Rev. Carlos Sosa

Rev. Carlos Sosa

Gracious God, we thank you for all you’ve given us and for the joy of being able
to give back with gratitude and trust. Bless these gifts and bless those who give,
so that what we offer today can help restore hope and show love to those in great

need. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
Hymn O Love That Will Not Let Me Go

O Love that will not let me go,

| rest my weary soul in you;

| give you back the life | owe,

that in your ocean depths its flow
may swell with ardor true.

O Light that follows all my way,
to you | yield my flickering flame;
Renew my spirit’s feeble ray,
that from your brilliant sunlit day
it may new brightness claim.

O Joy that seeks my through my pain,
to you | cannot close my heart;

| trace the rainbow through the rain
and know the promise is not vain

that you will ne’er depart.

O Cross that raises up my head,

from you | dare not seek to flee;

Life’s glories wither and are dead,

but from the ground there blossoms red,
life that shall endless be.

Benediction

#485

Rev. Carlos Sosa

Postlude Hail to the Brightness of Zion’s Glad Morning (arr. Sungwon Jung)

Dr. Kyungsun Choi



