Welcome to Church of the Painted Hills
United Church of Christ
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
July 12, 2026

Welcome and Announcements Paul Tobey
Passing of the Peace

One: Through webs and nets and wires, it googles and zooms to everyone whose heart
needs peace, and to every place there is no peace. And we will share it now: the peace
of Christ be with you!

All: And also with you.

Prelude O Lord, You Know My Heart (Sandra T. Ford)* Dr. Kyungsun Choi
Call to Worship Gene Tobey

One: God is still sowing seeds of mercy.

All: Even when we cannot see what is growing.
One: God is still watering the hidden places.

All: Even when the ground feels dry.

One: God is still speaking love into the world.

All: Even when understanding takes time.

One: We gather as people who are still becoming.
All: We gather as beloved children of God.
One: Come, let us worship the One who brings life from the soil, hope from the waiting,
and joy from the places we thought were barren.
All: Let us worship God together.

Hymn Beautiful Jesus® #44

Beautiful Jesus, Head of all creation,
God and the blessed Mary’s child:

| want to love you, praise and adore you,
joy of my soul, so long desired.

Beautiful springtime, lovely, green, and hopeful,
all earth exhales its sweet perfume:

Jesus is sweeter, Jesus is purer,

sad hearts at this, rejoice and bloom.

Beautiful sunshine, clear, so lovely, moonlight,
stars shine like angels, ranked through space:
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines clearer,

in perfect beauty, love, and grace.

All earthly beauty, all celestial radiance
fade when compared to Jesus’ face.

Let me not cherish beauties that perish;
let me this lovely good embrace.
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Young at Heart Sue Ellen Coltrin
Opening Prayer Gene Tobey

God of seed and soil,

Meet us here with gentleness.

Soften what has become hardened.

Tend what has become weary.

Water what has become dry.

Make room in us for the growth we cannot yet see.

Help us release the need to judge the soil of another person’s life.
Help us trust your hidden work in them, and in us.

Open our ears to hear.

Open our hearts to receive.

Open our lives to scatter love with humility.

May this time of worship root us more deeply in your grace.
Amen.

Prayers of the People Dax Franklin-Hicks
Pastoral Prayer

Savior's Prayer Dax Franklin-Hicks

Our Creator, who art in Heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kin-dom come, your
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For yours is the kin-dom, the power, and the glory
forever. Amen

Music | Could Not Do Without Thy Grace (Sung Jo)* Dr. Kyungsun Choi
First Reading Isaiah 55:10-13 Gene Tobey
Second Reading Matthew 13:1-9; 18-23 Dax Franklin-Hicks

Message Delayed Response

Invitation to the Offering Dax Franklin-Hicks
Offering Prayer

Generous God,

You have entrusted us with seeds of love, mercy, time, care, and resources.
Receive these gifts as part of our worship.

Bless what we offer.

Multiply what is needed.

Root our giving in humility, not control.

May these gifts help grow a community where people are fed, welcomed, heard,
and loved.



Teach us to trust the work we cannot see,
and to give faithfully to the field that belongs to you.
Amen.

Hymn Sing Them Over Again to Me (Wonderful Words of Life)* #319

Sing them over again to me,
wonderful words of life;

let me more of their beauty see,
wonderful words of life;

Words of life and beauty

teach me faith and duty.

Beautiful words, wonderful words,
wonderful words of life.

Beautiful words, wonderful words,
wonderful words of life.

Christ, the blessed one, gives to all
wonderful words of life;

sinner, wake to the loving call,
wonderful words of life;

All so freely given,

one sure hope of heaven.

Beautiful words, wonderful words,
wonderful words of life.

Beautiful words, wonderful words,
wonderful words of life.

Sweetly echo the gospel call,
wonderful words of life;

offer pardon and peace to all,
wonderful words of life;

Jesus, only Savior,

keep me with you forever.
Beautiful words, wonderful words,
wonderful words of life.

Beautiful words, wonderful words,
wonderful words of life.

Benediction Dax Franklin-Hicks

Postlude How Majestic Is Your Name (Michael W Smith, arr. Mark Hayes) *
Dr. Kyungsun Choi
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