
 
Welcome to Church of the Painted Hills 

United Church of Christ 
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

July 19, 2026 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 
 

 
Welcome and Announcements                                                                     Paul Tobey                                                        
Passing of the Peace                                                                                       
 
One: Through webs and nets and wires, it googles and zooms to everyone whose heart 
needs peace, and to every place there is no peace. And we will share it now: the peace 
of Christ be with you! 
All: And also with you. 
 
Prelude   The Heart of Worship (Matt Redman, arr. Mark Hayes)+*   Dr. Kyungsun Choi 
 
Contemporary Reading                                                                            Jessica Jaeger 
 
“When the enemy realizes he can’t derail God’s covenant with you, he’ll work overtime 
to derail your faith response to it.” ― Andrena Sawyer 
 
Call to Worship (inspired by Genesis 28, Psalm 139 and Romans 8)      Jessica Jaeger 
 
One: The Holy One is in this place! Do we know it? 
Many: The Holy One has searched and known us, our path, and all our ways. 
 
One: The Holy One is in this place! Such knowledge is too wonderful! 
Many: Wherever we go, Spirit goes with us! We cannot flee for God is there! 
 
One: The Holy One is in this place! Spirit bears witness with our spirit, and we gather 
and wait in hope. 
Many: The Holy One is with us. Praise God! 
 
Hymn     Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You                                                                           #4 
 
Joyful, joyful, we adore you, 
God of glory, God of love; 
Hearts unfold like flowers before you, 
opening to the sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 
drive the storms of doubt away; 
Giver of immortal gladness, 
fill us with the light of day. 
 
All your works with joy surround you, 
earth and heaven reflect your rays, 
Stars and angels sing around you, 
center of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, 
flowery meadow, flashing sea, 
 



 

 
 
Chanting bird and flowing fountain 
teach us what our praise should be. 
 
You are giving and forgiving, 
ever blessing, ever blessed, 
Well-spring of the joy of living, 
ocean depth of happy rest! 
Loving Spirit, Father, Mother, 
all who love belong to you; 
Teach us how to love each other, 
by that love our joy renew. 
 
Mortals, join the mighty chorus 
which the morning stars began; 
Boundless love is reigning o’er us, 
reconciling race and clan. 
Ever singing, move we forward, 
faithful in the midst of strife, 
Joyful music leads us onward 
in the triumph song of life. 
 
Young at Heart                                                                                       Sue Ellen Coltrin 
 
Opening Prayer                                                                                         Jessica Jaeger 
 
Holy Love, God of Sarah and Rebekah, we come before you knowing you go 
before us and you keep us in safety. We come to this place in space and time 
across distance and difference as your offspring to receive an inheritance of your 
promise and to renew our lives in your covenant. Let our spirits receive your 
word and our hearts ignite with your compassion, mercy, and righteousness. Let 
your kin-dom spread in us and through us as we worship and follow you. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People                                                                             Carol Peterson 

Pastoral Prayer 
 
Savior's Prayer                                                                                        Carol Peterson 
 
Our Creator, who art in Heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kin-dom come, your 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For yours is the kin-dom, the power, and the glory 
forever.  Amen  
 
 



 

Voices of the Heart     (Genesis 28:10-19)                                                     Lisa Avalos 
 

Simple as a man by 

the name of Jacob 

who had a dream about 
a stairway to heaven 

from earth and angels 

ascending and descending 

on it. 
And the Lord had spoken 

the truth for I am 

the God of your father 
Abraham and the God 

of Isaac. 
For Jacob’s dream seemed 

real and surely felt the 

Lord’s presence. 
I believe the Lord speaks 

in different ways as 

signs and wonders and 

through humans and animals. 
And in this dream 

the Lord promised Jacob 

all sides of the earth 

and a blessing to all his 

offspring. 
 

-Lisa Avalos- 
 
Music     Deep River (Traditional American Spiritual, arr. Mark Hayes)* 

                                                                                                              Dr. Kyungsun Choi 

 
First Reading     Isaiah 55:10-13                                                               Jessica Jaeger 
Second Reading     Matthew 13:24-43                                                      Carol Peterson 

Message “Sow Extravagantly”    
 

Invitation to the Offering                                                                        Carol Peterson 
Offering Prayer                                                
 
Holy One, may these gifts reflect our trust in you and your provision. Magnify 
them for your purpose and grant us discernment to be caretakers of the 
resources entrusted to us. Amen. 
 
 
 
 



 

Hymn     O Jesus, I Have Promised                                                                           #493 
 
O Jesus, I have promised to serve you to the end; 
remain forever near me, my Savior and my Friend: 
I shall not fear life's struggles if you are by my side, 
nor wander from the pathway if you will be my guide. 
O let me hear you speaking in accents clear and still, 
above the storms of passion, the murmurs of self-will! 
O speak to reassure me, to hasten or control! 
O speak, and make me listen, O guardian of my soul! 
 
O Jesus, you have promised to all who follow you 
that where you are in glory your servant shall be, too; 
And, Jesus, I have promised to serve you to the end; 
O give me grace to follow my Savior and my Friend! 
 
Benediction     (Inspired by Matthew 13)                                                   Carol Peterson 
 
Postlude     There’s Sunshine in My Soul Today (Hojun Lee)+           Dr. Kyungsun Choi 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You Shall Spread: Service Prayers for the Eighth Sunday after Pentecost Year A was written by the Rev. 
Dr. Cheryl A. Lindsay, Minister for Worship and Theology for the United Church of Christ.  
https://www.ucc.org/worship-way/After Pentecost 8A - July 19 - United Church of Christ 
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