
 
Welcome to Church of the Painted Hills 

United Church of Christ 
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

July 26, 2026 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 
 

 
Welcome and Announcements                                                                     Paul Tobey                                                        
Passing of the Peace                                                                                       
 
One: Through webs and nets and wires, it googles and zooms to everyone whose heart 
needs peace, and to every place there is no peace. And we will share it now: the peace 
of Christ be with you! 
All: And also with you. 
 
Prelude     Lamb of God (Twila Paris, arr. Joel Raney)+                      Dr. Kyungsun Choi 
 
Contemporary Reading                                                                           Elena Baltierrez 
 
“Metaphor is the only possible language available to religion because it alone is honest 
about mystery.” – Richard Rohr 
 
Call to Worship                                                                                        Elena Baltierrez 
 
Leader: How shall we pray to God this day? 
People: Let our spirits be humble and contrite. 
 
Leader: God will take all that we are and help us work for good. 
People: Even though we struggle and wonder if we are good enough, God sees 
our abilities and our loving hearts. 
 
Leader: Bring your hearts to God this day. 
People: May God touch our lives with peace and confidence. AMEN. 
 
Hymn    Guide Me, O My Great Redeemer+                                                                #18    
                                                        
Guide me, O my great Redeemer, 
pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but you are mighty; 
hold me with your powerful hand. 
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 
feed me till I want no more, 
feed me till I want no more. 
 

Open now the crystal fountain, 
where the healing waters flow. 
Let the fire and cloudy pillar 
lead me all my journey through. 
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, 
ever be my strength and shield, 
ever be my strength and shield. 



 

When I reach the River Jordan, 
bid my anxious fears subside. 
Death of death, and hell's destruction, 
land me safe on heaven's side. 
Songs of praises, songs of praises 
I will ever sing to you, 
I will ever sing to you.  
 
Opening Prayer                                                                                        Elena Baltierrez 
 
Lord, you place before us the images of the small--the tiny mustard seed, the 
grain of yeast, the small treasure--and remind us that we, though we think of 
ourselves as small, are not insignificant in your kingdom. Open our hearts and 
our spirits to you in thankful remembrance of the ways in which we can serve you 
throughout all our lives. AMEN. 
 
Prayers of the People                                                                      Rev. Kelly Kahlstrom 

Pastoral Prayer 
 
Savior's Prayer                                                                                Rev. Kelly Kahlstrom 
 
Our Creator, who art in Heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kin-dom come, your 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For yours is the kin-dom, the power, and the glory 
forever.  Amen  
 
Voices of the Heart     I Kings 3:5-12                                                              Lisa Avalos 
 

So King David had a son 
named Solomon whom was 

very wise, wiser than any 
other king which he became 

after his father David. 
As so is said that the Lord 
appeared to Solomon in a 

dream and asked him for whatever 
he wants. It is also written 
that Solomon had built a 

temple for the Lord instead 
 of David, for David was 
very olded and the Lord 
felt Solomon could build 

his temple which would also 
be called his house. 

Kings of Kings and Lords of 



 

Lords if one is a King 
then who is the Lord 

 or is it just a comparison? 
As I continue, Solomon wanted 

what his father did 
and not of wealth or 

to kill all his enemies, but 
a discerning heart to 

govern his people and 
distinguish between right 

and wrong. 
Then the Lord said I will 

give you what you ask for 
and then he mentioned there 

will never be another 
like you ever again. 

 
-Lisa Avalos- 

 
Music     Rain Down (Jaime Cortez, arr. Mark Hayes)*                       Dr. Kyungsun Choi 

 
First Reading     Ezekiel 31:1-6 & Proverbs 20:15                                   Elena Baltierrez 
Second Reading     Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52                                 Rev. Kelly Kahlstrom 

Message Yes, and  
 

Invitation to the Offering                                                                 Rev. Kelly Kahlstrom 
Prayer of Dedication 
 
Holy One, 
We offer these gifts with grateful hearts. 
Receive what we bring, 
Not as ownership, but as trust. 
Shape our giving into care for creation, 
Love of our neighbors, 
And courage for the work of healing. 
May all that we share  
Serve the goodness of your world. 
Amen. 
 
Hymn     We Love Your Realm, O God+                                                                                                       #312 
 
I love your realm, O God, 
all the places where you reign. 
We recognize, with hope and joy, 
the world as your domain. 
 



 

We love your church, O God, 
for Christ has given life 
To form communities of love 
that seek to heal our strife. 
 
We recognize with pain, 
that we have not achieved 
The faithfulness of our resolve 
When we at first believed. 
 
Yet Christ, our friend and guide, 
continues to forgive, 
Delivering us from our mistakes, 
Inviting us to live. 
 
Beyond our brokenness, 
we seek to know your ways 
Of deep communion, solemn vows, 
and hymns of love and praise. 
 
We know your truth will last. 
We trust your reign is sure. 
Equip us for those daily tasks 
that help your world endure. 
 
Benediction                                                                                      Rev. Kelly Kahlstrom 
Blessing of Hope from Jan Richardson 
 
So may we know 
the hope 
that is not just 
for someday 
but for this day –  
here, now, 
in this moment 
that opens to us: 
Hope not made  
of wishes 
but of substance, 
 
Hope made of sinew 
and muscle 
and bone, 
 
hope that has breath 
and a beating heart 



 

hope that will not 
keep quiet 
and be polite, 
 
hope that knows 
how to holler 
when it is called for 
 
hope that knows 
how to sing 
when there seems  
little cause 
 
hope that raises us 
from the dead –  
 
not someday 
but this day 
every day 
again and 
again and 
again 
May it be so 
 
Postlude     Christians, We Have Met to Worship (William Moore, arr. Mark Hayes)*  
                                                                                                              Dr. Kyungsun Choi 
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