
 
Welcome to Church of the Painted Hills 

United Church of Christ 
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

July 5, 2026 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 
 

 
 
Welcome and Announcements                                                                     Paul Tobey                                                        
Passing of the Peace                                                                                       
 
One: Through webs and nets and wires, it googles and zooms to everyone whose heart 
needs peace, and to every place there is no peace. And we will share it now: the peace 
of Christ be with you! 
All: And also with you. 
  
Prelude     Jesus Paid It All (John T. Grape, arr. Mark Hayes)*          Dr. Kyungsun Choi 
 
Call to Worship                                                                                         Becky McGraw 
 
One: Come, all who are weary 

from trying to be faithful and still falling short. 
Many: We come with our longing, 
our limits, and our need for mercy. 
 

One: Come, all who have carried heavy burdens 

and wondered if anyone could see. 
Many: We come from the places where we have been bowed down. 
 

One: Come, all who have learned to survive 

in ways that sometimes keep love at a distance. 
Many: We come without hiding from God, 
and without hiding from one another. 
 

One: The Holy One is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
Many: The Holy One upholds all who are falling 

and raises up all who have been bowed down. 
 

One: Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary and carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
Many: We come to worship, 
to remember compassion, 
to receive rest, 
and to be lifted again by love. 
 
Hymn     Come, O Fount of Every Blessing+                                                             #459 
 
Come, O Fount of every blessing, 
tune my heart to sing your grace; 
streams of mercy, never ceasing, 



   

call for songs of endless praise. 
Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
sung by flaming tongues above. 
Praise the mount; I'm fixed upon it, 
mount of God’s unfailing love. 
 
Here I pause in my sojourning, 
giving thanks for having come, 
come to trust, at every turning, 
God will guide me safely home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
wandering from the fold of God, 
Came to rescue me from danger, 
Blessed body, precious blood. 
 
O to grace how great a debtor 
daily I am drawn anew! 
Let that grace now, like a fetter, 
bind my wandering heart to you. 
Prone to wander, I can feel it, 
wander from the love I’ve known: 
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, 
seal it for your very own.                                                                                               
 
Young at Heart                                                                                       Sue Ellen Coltrin 
 
Opening Prayer                                                                                         Becky McGraw 
 
Holy One, 
gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, 
 

Some of us come with burdens known. 
Some of us come with burdens we have hidden well. 
Some of us come bowed down by circumstances, 
by old wounds, 
by habits that once helped us survive, 
by choices we do not fully understand, 
by grief we are afraid might be too heavy for anyone else to hold. 
 

Meet us here with compassion. 
Help us hear the voice of Jesus saying, 
“Come to me, all you who are weary and carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 

 

Amen. 



   

Prayers of the People                                                                         Dax Franklin-Hicks 

Pastoral Prayer 
 
Savior's Prayer                                                                                    Dax Franklin-Hicks 
 
Our Creator, who art in Heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kin-dom come, your 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For yours is the kin-dom, the power, and the glory 
forever.  Amen  
 
Music     Bridge Over Troubled Water (Paul Simon)*                          Dr. Kyungsun Choi 
 

When you're weary, feeling small, 

When tears are in your eyes, I will dry them all; 

I'm on your side. When times get rough 

And friends just can't be found, 

Like a bridge over troubled water 

I will lay me down. 

Like a bridge over troubled water 

I will lay me down. 
 

When you're down and out, 

When you're on the street, 

When evening falls so hard 

I will comfort you. 

I'll take your part. 

When darkness comes 

And pain is all around, 

Like a bridge over troubled water 

I will lay me down. 

Like a bridge over troubled water 

I will lay me down. 
 

Sail on silvergirl, 

Sail on by. 

Your time has come to shine. 

All your dreams are on their way. 

See how they shine. 

If you need a friend 

I'm sailing right behind. 

Like a bridge over troubled water 

I will ease your mind. 

Like a bridge over troubled water 

I will ease your mind. 



   

First Reading     Psalm 145:8-9,14 NRSVUE (adapted)                           Becky McGraw 
Second Reading     Romans 7:15-20 NRSVUE                                         

Third Reading     Matthew 11:25-26, 28-30 NRSVUE (adapted)        Dax Franklin-Hicks 

Message “The Too Heavy Load”     
 
Communion                                                                                         Dax Franklin-Hicks 
 
Invitation to the Offering                                                                    Dax Franklin-Hicks 
Offering Prayer                                                                                

 
Holy One, 
giver of mercy, 
source of compassion, 
holder of all who are bowed down, 
receive these gifts as signs of our trust. 
Bless these gifts. 
Use them to lift what has grown too heavy, 
to strengthen those who are weary, 
to make room for rest, 
and to help this community become 
a place where no one has to carry the load alone. 
Amen 
 
New Member Covenant                                                                      Dax Franklin-Hicks 
 
Let us welcome someone today who is saying yes to journeying with this community in 
faith, love, and shared purpose. 
 

Today we celebrate a sacred milestone in the life of our church. We welcome someone 
who is choosing to make this community one of the places where she will practice 
belonging, where she will seek God’s grace, where she will share her gifts, and where 
she will not have to carry every burden alone. 
 

In the life of faith, we do not promise that the road will always be easy. We do promise 
to walk it together. We promise to make room for one another’s weariness and hope, 
one another’s questions and gifts, one another’s need for compassion and rest. We 
promise to remember, together, the God who upholds all who are falling and raises up 
all who have been bowed down. 
 

My beloved friends, if you have accepted the invitation to become members of the 
Church of the Painted Hills, I invite you now to come forward to the altar. 
 

As you come, we prepare to make promises to one another: to walk together in love, to 
grow in grace, to help bear what is too heavy to carry alone, and to serve this world as 
one body in Christ.  
 



   

To the New Member: 
 
Minister: Will you grow with us in faith - rooted in God’s Word and lifted by hope? 

New Member: I will, with God’s help. 
 

Minister: Will you share your time, your gifts, your story, and your presence with this 
church family? 

New Member: I will, with gratitude and joy. 
 
Minister: Will you join us in serving the world - offering compassion where there is pain, 
justice where there is need, and love wherever it is needed? 

New Member: I will, with an open heart and willing hands. 
 
To the Congregation:  
 

Minister: And to the beloved congregation of Church of Painted Hills, will you open your 
hearts to this new member? Will you pray for her, walk with her, and grow beside her in 
Christ? 

People: We will—with God’s help and love. 
 
Blessing of Our New Member                                                            Dax Franklin-Hicks 

 

All: Gracious and ever-present God, We give thanks for our new member, whose 
presence among us is a gift. Bless our new sibling with deep joy, a sense of 
belonging, and the courage to shine her light in the world. In the name of Jesus, 
who makes us one—Amen. 
 
Welcoming of Our New Member                                                             Nancy Traviolia 
 
With joy and gratitude, we welcome you as a member of the Church of the Painted Hills. 
 

We give thanks for the gifts, questions, stories, hopes, and holy burdens you bring with 
you. We do not ask you to come here perfect. We welcome you as a fellow traveler, 
companion on the way, a person with whom we will practice faith, love, mercy, justice, 
and rest. 
 

May this community be a place where you are known, where your gifts are received, 
where your spirit is nourished, and where none of us has to carry the burden alone. 
 

Beloved church, let us welcome our newest member with joy. 
 
Hymn     What a Friend We Have in Jesus+                                                              #506 
 
What a friend we have in Jesus, 
all our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry 



   

everything to God in prayer! 
Oh, what peace we often forfeit, 
oh, what needless pain we bear, 
All because we do not carry 
everything to God in prayer. 
 
Have we trials and temptations? 
Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged; 
take it to our God in prayer! 
Can we find a friend so faithful, 
who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our every weakness; 
take it to our God in prayer! 
 
Are we weak and heavy laden, 
burdened with a load of care? 
Precious Savior, still our refuge, 
take it to our God in prayer! 
Do your friends despise, forsake you? 
Take it to our God in prayer! 
Jesus' arms will take and shield you; 
you will find a solace there.                                                                                                             
 
Benediction                                                                                         Dax Franklin-Hicks 
 
Postlude     America the Beautiful (Samuel A. Ward, arr. Mark Hayes)*    
                                                                                                              Dr. Kyungsun Choi 
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