
 
Welcome to Church of the Painted Hills 

United Church of Christ 
Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 

November 2, 2025 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 
 

   

 
 
Welcome & Announcements                                                                         Paul Tobey 
 
Liturgy note: The pieces of our liturgy today come from the UCC’s People’s Prayers for 
Peace.  This is an opportunity for folks across the church to write and share their 
prayers for peace.  You can learn more and submit your own prayers at 
https://www.ucc.org/peoples-prayers-for-peace/ 
 
Passing of the Peace (based on Psalm 32: 10b-11)                                      Paul Tobey                                                        
 
We can depend on love supporting us as we trust in God.  So turn our hearts to God, 
and be glad, sing, and shout for joy!  We share this love and joy with each other now! 
Love and joy be with you joining us online, as well!  
 
Prelude     In the Presence of Jehovah (Becky Davis, arr. Mark Hayes) 
                                                                                                              Dr. Kyungsun Choi 
 
Opening Prayer                                                                                         Becky McGraw 
 
All:  Cheerful Spirit, 
Your joy and mercies are new every morning. May this reminder be a peaceful 
balm to our hearts and minds and souls today. May we use this to amplify our 
prophetic voices to share this good news to our neighbors. 
Amen and hallelujah!  

-Pastor Jenny Jahn, Boise, ID 
 
Hymn     “I Sing as I Arise Today”                                                                       #83 
 
I sing as I arise today! 
I call on my Creator’s might: 
The will of God to be my guide, 
The eye of God to be my sight, 
 
The word of God to be my speech, 
The hand of God to be my stay, 
The shield of God to be my strength, 
The path of God to be my way. 
 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
    
Young at Heart                                                                                       Sue Ellen Coltrin 
 

https://www.ucc.org/peoples-prayers-for-peace/


Scripture Reading    Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 NRSVUE                             Becky McGraw        
 
Music     Shall We Gather at the River Near to the Heart of God  
                   (Robert Lowery, arr. Mark Hayes)                                     Dr. Kyungsun Choi 
 
Sermon     “How Long? Wait For It!”                                             Rev. Karen MacDonald 
 
Hymn     “I Sing a Song of the Saints of God”                                                            #295 
 
I sing a song of the saints of God, 
faithful their whole lives through, 
who bravely labored, lived, and died 
for the God they loved and knew. 
And one was a doctor, and one was a queen, 
and another a shepherd in pastures green: 
they were saints of God, if you know what I mean. 
God, helping to be one, too. 
 
They loved their God and they lived that love. 
It was loving that made them strong. 
They did what was right, for Jesus’ sake, 
lived justly their whole lives long. 
And one was a prophet, and one was a priest, 
and another was slain by a fierce wild beast: 
there is no earthly reason, none in the least, 
why I shouldn’t be one, too. 
 
They lived not only in ages past, 
there are hundreds of thousands still. 
The world filled with living saints 
who choose to do God’s will. 
You can meet them in school, on the road, or at sea, 
in a church, in a train, in a shop, or at tea: 
for the saints are folk like you and like me, 
and I mean to be one, too. 
 
Prayers of the People/ Remember Our Saints                          Rev. Karen MacDonald 
 
All: Jesus, 
We really need You right now. Help us to open our ears to Your words, help us to 
open our eyes to Your works, and help us to open our hearts to Your will. 
Through You we are made whole, and we are longing for wellness. 
Love You 
 -Karl Heilman, Kimball, MI 
 
 



 

   

Communion                                                                                  Rev. Karen MacDonald 
 

Invitation 
 

 Words of Dedication 
 
 Sharing of Elements 
 
 Prayer of Thanks and Jesus’ Prayer 
 
  Two of our Church’s children, ages 6 and 8, created their version of the  

Lord’s Prayer: 
All:  God, our Mother, Father, and Ancestors, you are smart like the owl. We 
want your nice and friendly ways on Earth, full of peace, justice, and 
equality. Give us food, water, and health. Let us continue with our lives and 
not be too hard on ourselves or others when we mess up. Walk us down a 
path that doesn’t have bad things. Amen. 

  -Pastor Alison Thatcher, Center Harbor Congregational Church, UCC NH 
 
Invitation to Generosity                                                                           Becky McGraw 
 
In the presence of God of Love and Peace and Compassion, may we who try our best 
to be faithful have our hearts opened.  Let the eyes of our hearts be opened to see the 
Christ within all people.  Let the grasp of our hands be opened to share what we have to 
help all people. 
 -based on a prayer by Daniel, Rustburg, VA 
 
Prayer of Dedication                                                                                 Becky McGraw 
 
Creator of the universe and of all things, 
With our hearts filled with gratitude and joy for the blessings we receive every day, we 
proclaim our love for you. 
Humbly we ask that these blessings [and our gifts] be shared with those who are in 
greater need than us. We visualize your love, your light and your mercy flowing from the 
highest, enveloping our planet. Like a soft spring rain, it touches all of your suffering 
children. May we all feel your loving touch consoling and healing us. 
In name of Jesus, we pray. 

-Maria, Pennsylvania 
 
Hymn     “This Little Light/This Joy I Have”                                                                #524 
 

First verse: This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 
 Verse 1-5: This joy I have…. 
 Last verse: This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine! 
 



This little light of mine, 
I'm gonna let it shine. 
This little light of mine, 
I'm gonna let it shine. 
This little light of mine, 
I'm gonna let it shine, 
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 
This joy I have, 
the world didn’t give to me. 
This joy I have, 
the world didn’t give to me. 
This joy I have, 
the world didn’t give to me. 
No, the world didn’t give it, the world can’t take it away. 
 
This love I have, 
the world didn’t give to me. 
This love I have, 
the world didn’t give to me. 
This love I have, 
the world didn’t give to me. 
No, the world didn’t give it, the world can’t take it away. 
 
This hope I have, 
the world didn’t give to me. 
This hope I have, 
the world didn’t give to me. 
This hope I have, 
the world didn’t give to me. 
No, the world didn’t give it, the world can’t take it away. 
 
This faith I have, 
the world didn’t give to me. 
This faith I have, 
the world didn’t give to me. 
This faith I have, 
the world didn’t give to me. 
No, the world didn’t give it, the world can’t take it away. 
 
This peace I have, 
the world didn’t give to me. 
This peace I have, 
the world didn’t give to me. 
This peace I have, 
the world didn’t give to me. 



 

   

No, the world didn’t give it, the world can’t take it away. 
 
This little light of mine, 
I'm gonna let it shine. 
This little light of mine, 
I'm gonna let it shine. 
This little light of mine, 
I'm gonna let it shine, 
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 
Blessing                                                                                        Rev. Karen MacDonald 
 

All: God of love, 
May all beings be loved without condition. 
May all beings find peace in body, mind, and spirit. 
May the unhoused be sheltered with dignity, care, and compassion. 
May all beings be free from suffering and fear. 
May LGBTQIA+ individuals know they are cherished, celebrated, and safe. 
May refugees find welcome, belonging, and kindness. 
May the oppressed be lifted, the Earth renewed, and every heart opened. 
May the calm within us grow into strength, 
and strength into action, 
that our love may become courage, 
our silence become witness, 
and our witness become justice for all 

  -Reed Kirkman, McKinney, TX 
 
Postlude     I Have Found a Friend in Jesus (William Hays, arr. Sungil Park) 
                                                                                                              Dr. Kyungsun Choi 


