
 
Welcome to Church of the Painted Hills 

United Church of Christ 
First Sunday of Advent 

November 30, 2025 

 An Open and Affirming Congregation   

 
 
 
Welcome and Announcements                                                                     Paul Tobey 
Passing of the Peace                                                                                       
 
One: Through webs and nets and wires, it googles and zooms to everyone whose 
heart needs peace, and to every place there is no peace. And we will share it now: the 
peace of Christ be with you! 
All: And also with you. 
 
Prelude     Hope (Joel Raney)                                                             Dr. Kyungsun Choi 
 
Call to Worship                                                                                            Lynn Mooney 
 
One: Come, friends, let us lift our hearts and rise toward the light God places before us. 
All: We come ready to walk together toward peace, hope, and transformation. 
 

One: God invites us to leave behind the noise of the world and step into His higher way. 
All: We open our spirits to His guidance and welcome His presence among us. 
 

One: Let us rise as one family in Christ and walk in the light of the Lord. 
All: With faith and gratitude, we enter this time of worship. 
 
Hymn     There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy                                                             #23  
 
There's a wideness in God's mercy, 
like the wideness of the sea; 
there's a kindness in God's justice, 
which is more than liberty. 
There is no place where earthly sorrows 
are more felt than in God's heaven; 
there's no place where earthly failings 
have such kindly judgment given. 
 
For the love of God is broader 
than the measures of our minds; 
and the heart of the Eternal 
is most wonderfully kind. 
If our love were but more faithful, 
we would gladly trust God's Word; 
and our lives would show thanksgiving 
for the goodness of our God.   
     
 
 



 

   

 
 
Litany of the Advent Candle 

Liturgy of Hope                                                                                                  Volunteer 
 
Reader 1: O God, we light the first candle of Advent. 
 (Lights the first purple candle.) 
  
Reader 2: We kindle it with hope. We long for you to come to our world, to break 
through and reign with compassion, justice, and peace. We remember times we longed 
for God to be present to us, this congregation, and this world. 
  
Reader 1: The prophet Isaiah also cried to God to tear open heaven and come down. 
He called God’s people to do right. Isaiah called them to be refashioned like clay by 
God, the potter. This Advent, we call out to God. 
 
People: Mighty God, creator of the world, break through all that keeps us from 
you. We ask for your mercy and reform us in your image. This Advent, visit us 
with your justice, love, and peace. Amen. 
 
Young at Heart                                                                                                 Sean Sosa 
 
Prayer of Confession                                                                            Rev. Carlos Sosa 
 
One: Divine Light, hope can be a tricky thing. It helps us envision what might be 
possible, directing our movements toward the fullness of the Gospel. 
All: And yet, we can also get lost in the future, forgetting the present or clinging 
to what never was, when what we hoped for doesn’t come to pass. 
 

One: By your vision for us, guide us to navigate the waters of space and time, want and 
need,  
All: that we can be faithful to hold on when we need to hold on and let go when 
we must. Amen. 
 
Words of Assurance                                                                             Rev. Carlos Sosa 
Prayers of the People                                                                            
Pastoral Prayer 
 

Savior’s Prayer                                                                                            

 
Our Creator, who art in Heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kindom come, your 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and 

forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For yours is the kindom, the power, and the glory forever.  

Amen 

 



 

   

Voices of the Heart (Matthew 3:1-12)                                                             Lisa Avalos 

 
Baptism I describe it as 

a ritual for the purpose of 
repentance. 

 
I watch to seek those who might 
be righteous or sinful yet like a 
cloud in the sky they all look 

alike. 
 

Then the spoken ones will slip 
on their words, for they can’t 

hide forever. 
 

And so there will be a man of 
God whom name is John the Baptist 

who many came to, into the 
water they go another chance for 

sins to be forgiven. 
 

For God is good for even to 
those hypocrites could be forgiven 

of sin yet not completely sure. 
 

Glory Glory to God always prepared 
to save those in need, like the 

heavens awaken the earth. 
 

-Lisa Avalos- 
 

Music     Jesus, Joy of Men's Desiring (J. S. Bach, arr. Mark Hayes)  
                                                                                                              Dr. Kyungsun Choi 
 
First Reading     Romans 13:11-14 NRSVUE                                              Lynn Mooney 
Second Reading     Isaiah 2:1-5 NRSVUE                                                      Sean Sosa   
                          
Message                                                                                                 Rev. Carlos Sosa                            
 
Invitation to the Offering                                                                      Rev. Carlos Sosa 
Offering Prayer 
 
Holy God, with grateful hearts we offer these gifts, trusting You to bring hope to 
those in need. May our giving shine with Christ’s love and reflect the hope we 
carry in Him. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
 



 

   

Hymn     We Hail You God’s Anointed                                                                       #104 
 
We hail you God's anointed, 
the long awaited One! 
Hail in the time appointed, 
your reign on earth begun! 
You come to break oppression, 
to set the captive free; 
to take away transgression, 
and rule in equity. 
 
You shall come down like showers 
upon the fruitful earth; 
and joy and hope, like flowers, 
spring in your path to birth. 
Before you on the mountains 
shall peace, the herald, go, 
and righteousness, in fountains, 
from hill to valley flow. 
 
The wise shall bow before you 
and gold and incense bring; 
all nations shall adore you, 
and praise all peoples sing; 
To you shall prayer unceasing 
and daily vows be said, 
your realm is still increasing, 
with you, O Christ, as head. 
 
O’er every foe victorious, 
you on your throne shall rest; 
from age to age more glorious, 
all blessing and all blessed: 
The tide of time shall never 
your covenant remove; 
your name shall stand forever, 
your changeless name of Love. 
     
 
Benediction                                                                                           Rev. Carlos Sosa 
 
Postlude     God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen (English Carol, arr. Larry Schackley)     
                                                                                                              Dr. Kyungsun Choi 


